
REL 638: Seminar in Chinese Buddhism: Philosophy and Practice
Syllabus

	1.
	Subject Title
	
	Course Number

	
	Religious Studies
	REL 638

	2. 
	Course Title 
	
	Units

	
	Seminar in East Asian Religion (Advanced Woodenfish Program)
	3

	3. 
	Prerequisite:  
	None

	4.
	Instructor:
	Dr. Yifa

	5.
	E-Mail:

Phone:
	yifa@uwest.edu

1 917 376 7487

	6.
	Office Location:
	N/A
	Office Hours:
	N/A

	7. 
	Hours Per Week:
	Intensive Lectures: 8AM-10:50AM and 7:30PM-9PM daily for two weeks
	
	Room: N/A

	8.
	Course Description:  

	
	Through the “Buddhism in China” program series, this course aims to aid the development of young scholars with research interests in Chinese Buddhism and related fields by offering them the opportunity for direct, intensive academic engagement with the major historical centers of Buddhism in China. The 2009 program will be held in the ancient Chinese metropolis of Chang’an (modern Xi’an) in collaboration with Northwest University. Participants in the program will study numerous historical facets of Chinese Buddhism with accomplished faculty both in the classroom and in the field at major historical sites.

	9. 
	Educational Program: (List the educational program in which this course will appear, e.g., certificate, undergraduate, graduate.)

	
	( X )
	Graduate
	(   )
	Undergraduate
	(   )
	Certificate
	(   )
	General Education

	10.
	Textbooks:  (not required)

	
	Author
	Title
	Publisher 
	Year
	

	
	Kenneth Chen
	Buddhism in China: A Historical Survey
	Princeton University Press
	1972
	

	
	Erik Zürcher
	The Buddhist Conquest of China:

The Spread and Adaptation of Buddhism in Early Medieval China, 3rd. ed.
	Brill
	2007
	

	11.
	Attendance and Participation

	
	Attendance is mandatory and one must be on-time. If an absence is necessary, students must contact the instructor prior to the anticipated absence.  Remember that individual participation is required for each student for the successful completion of this course to demonstrate familiarity with the assignments and the ability to translate theory into practice.  If a student misses more than 20% of the class he or she will not receive a passing grade.  

	12.
	Late Arrivals and Early Departures

	
	Students are expected to arrive to class on time and not to leave until dismissed by the professor.  Too many late arrivals or early departures will result in reduction by one-third letter grade.  

	13.
	Cell Phones and Pagers

	
	Out of consideration for your fellow students and the professor, please turn off your cell phones and pagers! 

	14.
	Academic Honesty

	
	Honesty in all academic endeavors is a core value.  It is cheating if you attempt to gain an unfair academic advantage or assist others in respect of any research/term paper, project report or any other type of academic assignment.  A few examples are: using or copying the work of other students; submitting work that is not your own; using the words or ideas of another without giving credit to the source (i.e. plagiarism).

These and other forms of cheating not only dishonor our educational values but they also violate the trust that is critical to intellectual and personal integrity.  Consequently, cheating may result in severe disciplinary action including an “F” in the course.  

	15.
	Methods of Instruction:  (check all which apply.)

	
	(X)
	Lecture
	(   )
	Laboratory 
	(X)
	Structured Group Discussion

	
	(   )
	Other: Specify
	(X)
	Field Activities or Exercises

	16.
	Assignments and Grading:

	[a]
	Personal Projects:
	Each student is required to compose a 2 PAGE (500 WORD) essay on the historical significance of one of the sites that are visited during the program. The essay should include a short description about the history of the site and a description of its importance to the history of Buddhism in China. 

	   [b]
	25-30 page  Term Paper
	Due August 20, 2010
The final 25-30 PAGE (6250 to 7500 WORDS) paper should address a topic involving the history of Chinese Buddhism. If possible, the paper should also touch upon some historical site that was visited during the program.

The paper could be related to Buddhist philosophy, doctrine, religious practices, monastic culture, popular movements, material culture, literary compositions and developments, or any other topic in your area of research which you would like to explore more deeply. 

If you are having difficulty coming up with a topic please contact and/or meet with the TA or Ven. Yifa well before the end of the program. 

The paper should clearly show an organized and coherent discussion on the topic. A thesis statement should be readily identifiable in the beginning of the paper (preferably in the first or second paragraph), and the conclusion should summarize the main points that relate to your thesis statement. 

All papers are to be typed, spell-checked and grammar-checked.  They should be well written, with a logical flow of thought, and double-spaced with 1” margins on all sides.  Papers should be typed in 12-point font, using Courier or Times Roman typeface.  Indent the first line of each new paragraph five spaces.  Also include a title page so that the instructor can identify the student, assignment and course number.  Although numbered, the title page does not count toward the required number of content pages in any given assignment.  

NOTE: Any assignment that contains excessive grammar, punctuation and/or spelling errors will be penalized with a reduction of a minimum of one-half letter grade. 

	17.
	Methods of Student Evaluation:

	
	(X)
	Personal Project (25%) 
	(   )
	True/False Tests 
	(   )
	Multiple-choice Tests 

	
	(   )
	Essay
	(   )
	Quizzes 
	(X)
	Participation/engagement (25%)

	
	(X)
	Attendance (10%)
	(X)
	Term Paper  (40%)
	(   )
	Final Examination 

	18.
	Engaged Reading

	
	While understanding the facts presented in a piece of writing is important, it is not the sole activity involved in engaged reading. Taking notes is also an important aspect of learning new material. While reading you should note new facts (such as dates, people, events, etc.), but you should also note new concepts that arise in your mind, comparing and contrasting what you are reading with what you already know. You should also make notes on things that you may have to explore more later on (or ask in class). If after reading an article or book you have no more questions about the material, then you have not read it closely enough or read it with a critical eye. 

	19.
	Description of Course Content:  (Please outline by topics or activities and include time schedule by hours, day, or week.)

	
	Date
	Topics and Readings 

	
	Lecture Series 1
	Early Chinese Buddhist History



	
	Lecture Series 2
	Buddhism and Daoism



	
	Lecture Series 3
	Buddhism and Confucianism

	
	Lecture Series 4
	Buddhist Schools of Thought

	
	Lecture Series 5
	Chinese Translation of Buddhist Texts

	
	Lecture Series 6
	Introduction to Chinese Buddhist Art

	
	Lecture Series 7
	Contemporary Buddhism in China

	20.
	Select Bibliography: 
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	Chung, Saehyang. “Study of the Daming Palace: Documentary Sources and Recent Excavations,” Artibus Asiae, Vol. 50, 1990, pp. 23-72.

	2.
	——. "Symmetry and Balance in the Layout of the Sui-Tang Palace-city of Chang'an," Artibus Asiae, Vol. 56, 1996, pp. 5-17.

	3.
	Cutter, Robert Joe, “The Mizong Hall of Qinglong Si: Space, Ritual, and Classicism in Tang Architecture”, Archives of Asian Art, 44 (1991), pp.27-50.

	4.
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	5.
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Tower, Statue and Armillary Sphere Constructed by Empress Wu Serie Orientale Roma. Roma Paris: Istituto italiano per il MedioedEstremo Oriente ;Ecole francaise d'Extreme-Orient, 1988.

	6.
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	9.
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	10.
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	11.
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